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 Wash Day 

 

What were your memories of wash day? These long clothes lines certainly 
dried the clothes quickly.  

 

P S: We used to make dolls out of the old, long pegs. 
 

L S: Yes, these lines were just wonderful, till the cows got in and took the pole 
out. 
 

G W: Yes, our Nan had one and the horse used to walk under the lowest end 
to get us off his back. 
 

M W: A line of dazzling white nappies was always impressive.  
 

J L:  I remember my tiny Mum, out the back, lowering the line, hanging out the 
washing and pushing it back up. This was done while trying to avoid our ‘aggro’ 
goat. 
 

T F: My job as a kid was to go wipe down the washing line with a damp cloth, 
before the clothes got hung out! 
 

S M: The pegs were boiled before we used them, to stop them from splitting or 
staining the clothes. 
 

G G: Just the best type of clothes lines. The clothes often cracked in the wind 
on our coastal property. 
 

R L: I still use a cane basket. Our old trolley was a cut down pram. This was 
easy to push out to the line. 
 

S M:  We didn't have a basket, so we put our clothes on the wringer washing 
machine lid to carry them to the line. 
 

D S: My Mum still uses lines like this, and the poles have a metal ‘D’ ring on the 
top end so that the pole couldn’t fall over. 
 

R H: When we were first married, we had a long line to hang our washing on. I 
think the wind blew from Kapiti to Stanway, and the sheets often cracked in the 
wind. I hung our new sheets on the line and the pigs rubbed the pole down and 
chewed the wet sheets. We hadn't even used them! 

 

 The Lemon Squeezer 

 

The New Zealand Army felt hat, or ‘Lemon 
Squeezer’ is now an item of head-dress from 
the past. It was introduced by one of New 
Zealand’s soldiers of the Gallipoli Campaign, 
William George Malone. Originally for his 
Taranaki Rifles Regiment, the hat was de-
signed to mirror the outline of Mt. Taranaki, 
and pinched with four dents, to allow the rain 
to run off. The brim was flat all the way round. 
 

 When the first New Zealand units arrived on 
the Gallipoli Peninsula during the First World 
War the soldiers were easy to spot as they 
were the only ones wearing the unique cam-
paign hat, known as the ‘Lemon Squeezer’. 
Since the First World War this hat has been 
linked to the Kiwi soldier. These hats were 
reportedly made by the Union Felt Hat Com-
pany. In 1916 the felt hat was finally accepted 
as headdress of the New Zealand Expedition-
ary Force.  
 

It also resembles the American campaign hat 
and that the United States Boy Scouts also 
adopted it. In New Zealand when the felt had 
was introduced it was referred as the ‘Baden 
Powell’ hat. Across the Pacific Ocean mem-
bers of the Legion of Frontiersmen adopted a 
similar, felt hat. They were worn by the Cana-
dian troops serving in South Africa and are 
like those worn by the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. These hats offered adequate 
protection from the elements by allowing the 
rain to run off, while also helping shield the 
sun as well. They were functional, practical, 
and stylish. 
 

Throughout its use, in addition to badge insig-
nia, the different branches of service were  

 
 

differentiated by coloured puggarees-pleated 
hat  
 

bands, around the base of the crown. These 
include blue and red for artillery, khaki and 
green for mounted rifles, khaki and red for 
infantry, blue for engineers, yellow for Pay 
Corps, khaki and white for Army Service 
Corps, cherry-red for the Medical Corps, and 
maroon for the Veterinary Corps. 

 

During World War Two it was largely re-
placed by forage caps and berets but re-
mained in use in the post-war New Zealand 
Army until 1960. Only in 1977 was it reintro-
duced for ceremonial dress. It remains in use 
among Officer Cadets as well as members of 
the New Zealand Army Band and is retained 
only for use by honour guards and on special 
occasions. R H 
 
Excerpts from: New Zealand Hat, Lemon 
Squeezer. National Army Museum. 

 
 

 

A Lemon Squeezer previously worn by 
a soldier of the Mounted Rifles. 

 

There were rules on how to hang things on the line so that the laundry  
looked tidy. The line must be wiped to remove dirt and dust. Socks must be 
hung by the toes. Intimate and unmentionables hung in the middle line and  
sheets on the outside. 



 

    

 Flower Day, Manchester 
Street School 
A Past Pupil Remembers 1952-1953 
 

On the first Friday back at school in the 
third term, Manchester Street School 
held a Flower Day. The proceeds from 
this event went towards buying sports 
equipment and for other activities for 
the school. Pupils in Standards 5 and 6 
were formed into teams of four or five 
pupils. This was a House competition, 
and each house was supported by a 
teacher. At that time there were four 
Houses, and this past pupils’ house 
was Totara. 
 

Each House drew a section of the town 
to sell their flowers with the most prized 
being the Central Business Area which 
included the Saleyards. 
 

The cut, spring flowers arrived at 
school in the morning, and these had 
been gathered by pupils and parents. 
They were put into bunches for sale. 
Each team carried a tray with a neck 
strap and the bunches of flowers to sell 
were piled onto the tray.  
 

 
 
 
The pupils had from 10.00 am to sell 
their flowers, until the bunches were all 
sold and then they returned to school. 
Most bunches sold for 6 pence, but 
freesias and daffodils were special and 
sold well. It was quite a tradition that 
Old Pupils would willing support the 
teams, often paying more than they 
were asked. 
 

Back at school in the Assembly Hall a 
teacher oversaw the house graphs, 
showing how much money each team 
had earned. Brian doesn’t remember 
the total raised, but the graphs created 
a lot of excitement among the pupils. 
 

It was a memorable, fun day, with Mr 
Seville, the Principal, praising the pupils 
for their effort. 
 

Of later times maybe Flower Day has 
been replaced with the Enviro Groups,  
Green Team holding their annual plant 
sale of a variety of plants grown over 
the year. The monies raised go towards 
maintaining Enviro Schools Projects.  
R H 

 

The Remutaka Rail Incline 

 

The Remutaka Rail link crossed the 
Remutaka Range from the Wairarapa to 
Wellington and was serviced by steam 
trains. Part of the link involved a steep 
incline of 1:15 for three miles(4.8kms) 
that was on the Wairarapa side. This 
necessitated the use of a unique railway 
system using Fell Steam engines and 
track. That was in operation from 1878 
till 1956 when it was replaced by the 
5.47 mile, or 8.8 kms. Remutaka rail tun-
nel and diesel trains. The remainder of 
the track was of normal gradient and 
used conventional engines. 
 

The incline started at Cross Creek, near 
Featherston, a railway ‘town’ and ended 
at the Summit yard, 3 miles or 4.8 kms 
uphill. At Cross Creek and the Summit, 
the trains to and from each were broken 
down and rebuilt, either to add or remove 
the Fell engines and brake vans or the 
other way around.  
 

Cross Creek has public road access with 
yards, sheds and workshops for the en-
gines, vans, rail gear and a public 
school. Only a few service staff lived at 
the Summit to do the train builds. 
 

The incline has a special rail line. It con-
sisted of two normal railway lines with 
the addition of a centre line about 7 inch-
es above the other two lines. This rail 
was a double-sided rail with the running 
rail on both sides of it. The Remutaka 
incline lasted for 77 years. 
 

There were three tunnels on the incline. 

The Summit at 1890 feet, was 576 mtrs 
long, Horse Shoe at 396 feet, was 120  
mtrs long and Prices at 321 feet, was 97 
mtrs long. The incline track and tunnels 
took about three years to complete with 
a workshop of 200 to 300 men, with pick 
and shovels. 

 

The engines were especially designed 
by John Fell in England and were known  
as the Fell Engines. They had four driv-
ing wheels and four horizontal wheels 
driven by gears under the engine which 
were spring loaded onto the centre rail. 
The engines had a 161/2 ton axle load, 
two tons more than the Main Trunk KA 
engine. The centre rail provided most of 
the traction and served for braking.  Four 
soft, cast iron pads were changed after 
each trip when the trains were descend-
ing. They went up the incline at about 6 
mph, and ten going down and used 
about three quarters of a ton of coal for 
the ascent. 

 

A five Fell engine train would involve six-
teen men; two on each fell and one for 
each brake van and a guard van. There 
would also be yard staff too. There was a 
fell brake van per engine and these 
braked on the centre rail. Typically, there 
were about six carriages and wagons per 
engine. 
 

The running coast of the Fells in 1954-55 
were 219.68pence($2.20) per mile, com-
pared with 68.73 pence or 69 cents for A 
class locomotives on the Main Line. 
 

Part Two next Chronicle. With thanks to 
Chris Bland who wrote these memoirs. 

 

White, scented freesias and daffodils were the best selling flowers for fund 
raising, on Flower Day at Manchester Street School. 


